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REVIEWS. 


Text-hook ok Physiological and Pathological Chemistry. By 
G. DUKOB, M.I)., Professor of Physiological Chemistry nt Hale. Second 
English edition, translated from the fourth German edition by Florence 
A. Starling, and edited by Ernest H. Starling, M.I)., F.It.S., Pro¬ 
fessor of Physiology in University College, London. Philadelphia: P. 
Hlaklston’fl Son & Co. 

Tin; title of this book is n misnomer; true, it is a text-book of physio¬ 
logical mid pathological chemistry, but it is much more beside. Who¬ 
ever picks it up merely to gain information in regard to chemical data 
and experimental rr lilts will put it down dissatisfied, iho volume is 
singularly freo fro - that disconnected mass of detail that disgusts and 
wearies tho beginner; it consists, moreover, of a series of connected 
lectures tliat in their entirety constitute a thoughtful disquisition OJl bio¬ 
logical problems based on tho latter-day revelations of bio-chemistry and 

bio-physics. , , , 

Bungo is a mathematician and a chemist by training and by educa¬ 
tion, by temperament n poet with a philosophical bent of intellect.. Iho 
complex character of tho man is reflected in. the book ho has written. 
11 is life has been spent in observation and in experiment—that is Ins 
work, and in dreams ami speculation—that is bis amusement; tho 
reader of tho book is invited to share in both. From the height of 
metaphysical speculation lie carries the reader down to the |>ro3C-level 
of dry dissertation, from sentences weighty with philosophical meaning 
to flights of delicate noetic imagery. 

A happy philosophy illumines tho work. Iho phenomena of iile 
cannot ho explained by mochnnical laws alone; biological problems 
can never bo elucidated by tho understanding of structure. Iho riddlo 
will merely become more complex; ncverthelo'S, we must endeavor to 
advance os far ns possible by tho help of chemistry and physics and the 
microscope, realizing all the while that the smallest cell exhibits all the 
mysteries of life, and tliat our present method of its investigation by 
mechanical methods have reached their limit, realizing, too, that all Iho 
laws wc deduce from the phenomenal world must bo ascribed to human 
conceit. 

" Wc transfer to the objects of our sensory perceptions, to tho organs, 
to the tissuo elements, ami to every minute cell something which wc 
liavo acquired from our own consciousness.” Biological problems must 
ho approached from within—wc must project tho conceptions of our 
“inner consciousness” into tho outside world, must start from what wo 
know, tho internal world, to explain what wo do not know, tho external 

"°Huuge fully recognizes tho difficulties of this physiological method of 
inquiry, tho vagueness of our perceptions in this field, and tho limits ot 
our faculties—but bis optimism rises supremo—wo do not know, but 
coming generations will know—science has no impossible boundaries— 
tho typo will ho ennobled, and “a race may dominate the globo as 
superior to ourselves in intellectual faculties as wc are to the infusoria. 

The author’s chief aim is to awaken interest, to initiftto tho reader 
into tho study of biological problems, and to acquaint him with tho 
principal achievements of bio chemical research na applied to the phe¬ 
nomena of normal ami perverted function.. This object lias been 
attained in a masterful manner. The physician will find his medical 
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studies simplified by a perusal of this volume, and ho will gain a more 
intimate and a more comprehensive insight into tho revelations of the 
exact sciences that form the groundwork of medicine. A. C. C. 


A Practical Manual of Insanity. For tiib Student and General 
Practitioner. By Danikl K. IIrower, A M., M.D., LL.D., Professor 
of Nervous and Mental Diseases in Rush Medical College, in Affiliation 
with tho University of Chicago, and in tho Post-Grad unto Medical School, 
Chicago; and Henry Bannister, A.M., M.D., formerly Senior Assistant 
Physician, Illinois Eastern Hospital for tho Insane. Octavo, *120 pages, 
with a largo number of full-pago Inserts. Philadelphia and London: 
W, B. Saunders & Co., 1002. 

The belter mcdicnl schools linve in recent years offered instruction 
in mental diseases to their students. This has led to tho multiplication 
of text books on insanity. The ono under review is a snfo guido for 
students. Almost every writer on insanity tries to do two imnossihlo 
things—define it and invent a classification. Tho former cannot ho 
done until wo learn the processes of thought, nor (ho latter until wo 
know tho causes, not the occasions, and tho morbid anatomy of mental 
disease. The things wc call the causes of insanity aro no more causes 
than is tho lighted match the causoof tho explosion of gunpowder. Tho 
real cause is inherent in tho powder, the match is merely tho occasion. 
The author’s definition is no worse than those of other writers, and their 
classification just ns good. Tho hook is well and clearly written, mid 
is purely clinical. There is nil entire ahsenco of metaphysics and 
theory. Students will find it useful. 0. W. II. 


Atlas and Epitome of Otolooy. By Gustav Bkujil, M.I)., of Berlin, 
with the collaboration of Professor I)r. A. Poi.itxkr, of Vienna. 
Authorized translation from the German. Edited by 8. MacCuen Smith, 
M.D., Clinical Professor of Otology, Jefferson Medical College, Philadel¬ 
phia; Otologist and Laryngologist to tho Gcrninntown Hospital, Phila¬ 
delphia. With 211 colored plates on 39 lithographic plates, and 99 text 
illustrations. Philadelphia and London: W. B. .Saunders A Co., 1902. 

Tina little book, which is certainly tho host of its kind yet published 
on otology, fills a useful place. It combines in a thoroughly practical 
manner accurate and beautiful plates and their explanatory notes, with 

a text unusually exhaustive for so small a volume. Many of llio plates 
aro veritable works of art, and taken ns a whole thoy easily surpass any 
previous collection. The portrayal of growths and malformations of tho 
auricle, and also of mastoid operations, is especially praiseworthy. 

Tho text, with well-executed illustrations, is divided into four gen¬ 
eral divisions: (1) Anatomy, (2) Physiology, (3) Examination, and 
(4) Pathology and Treatment. The first division goes into tho minuto 



